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The livestock value chain

Thanks to the technology can 

improve its environmental 

performance…
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According to the FAO the keywords are:
- Knowledge sharing and agricultural support services
- Research and development in cooperation with less 

efficient countries
- Financial incentives to upgrade the value chain
- International agreements to avoid importing 

environmental inefficient foodstuff

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/197623/icode/
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Let’s see what has happened 

in the last 20 years….
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Source:
FAOstat

“compare
function”

1990 = 377 CO2eq

2014 = 187 CO2eq

-51%

http://www.fao.org/faostat/en/#compare
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Source:
FAOstat

“compare
function”

1990 = 175M cattle

2014 = 97M cattle

-44%

http://www.fao.org/faostat/en/#compare
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Between 1990 and 2014 the number of cattle dropped 44% circa

And the emission 51% circa

If we do not consider the reduction of the number of animal,

In 24 years the sector has been able to reduce (thanks to technology) 

7% circa its CO2eq emissions, the public sector can accelerate these

Improvements.
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It is a matter of methodology!!!
Water Footprint Network
⇒ 15.415 L H2O/Kg LW
⇒ 1.020 L H2O/L of milk IRREALISTIC!

* Real ressource impact: Standard ISO 14046
⇒ 20-50 L H2O/Kg LW
⇒ 2,7-16 L H2O/L lait
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CONCLUSIONS

- A lot can still be done thanks to relevant scientific
and technological efforts (additives, insects for proteins, 

genetic improvement, biogas, digitization, smart sensors, wastewater
Treatments, P and N leaks, H20 use efficiency)

- Carbon Storage is a very important variable 

and the avoided agrochemicals fertilizers used shall be calculated

- Also the avoided fossile fuel energy consumed is relevant

- It is a matter of metric and methodology used
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www.uecbv.eu

Thank you very much for your attention!

http://www.uecbv.eu/
http://www.uecbv.eu/
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